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The heart of the country, the heart of USGBC.
The Heartland Regional Committee (HRC), created in 2005, is compos ed of 16
chapters acros s 12 s tates , from Ohio in the Eas t to Kans as in the Wes t and north
to the Canadian border. Chapters included in our region are Minnes ota, Wis cons in
Green Building Alliance, Wes t Michigan, Detroit Regional, Nebras ka Flatwater,
Iowa, Illinois , Indiana, Northwes t Ohio, Northeas t Ohio, Central Ohio, Cincinnati
Regional, Central Plains , Mis s ouri Gateway, North Dakota and South Dakota.
As divers e as the chapters within the region are, we s hare a common mis s ion
and over the years have come together to s hare res ources and celebrate
s ucces s es . For the pas t 10 years , the chapters of the HRC have partnered to
promote the region’s annual conference, Greening the Heartland, which provides
both lively dialogue on is s ues of environmental importance along with tangible,
proven approaches for green building projects and s us tainable development. The
conference typically draws 500 attendees and has been hos ted in many different
s tates to allow acces s to thes e res ources acros s the region. Greening the
Heartland 2013 is being hos ted by USGBC-Illinois this fall.
In addition to continuing our outreach through our regional conference, chapters
have placed an emphas is on growing the emerging profes s ionals (EP) network
within our region. Over the pas t eight months , our chapters have exceeded their
goal for new EP members by 125 percent, with the Central Plains and Mis s ouri
Gateway chapters recruiting 40 new members each. Our region is well on its way
to helping USGBC reach the goal of 5,000 new EPs by December 2015.
On the advocacy front, chapters are actively promoting the improvement of
efficiency within our building s tock, working with local and s tate governments to
adopt ordinances that promote energy and water efficiency in buildings . Several
cities within the region are cons idering the value of building energy and water
benchmarking ordinances to unlock information and enable s mart inves tments .
Minneapolis adopted its benchmarking ordinance earlier this year. In addition to
thes e ordinances , cities in Illinois , Indiana, Iowa, Kans as , Michigan, Minnes ota,
Mis s ouri, Nebras ka, Ohio and Wis cons in have adopted and are participating in the
Architecture 2030 Challenge in order to reduce the greenhous e gas emis s ions of
the building s ector. At the s tate level, Illinois , Minnes ota and Ohio have als o
adopted the 2030 Challenge.
Locally, s everal chapters have developed s trong green s chools committees to
s trive toward realizing our dream of green s chools for everyone within this
generation. One example is Iowa’s Green Schools Committee, which was
awarded grant funding from the Center for Green Schools at USGBC to amplify
the Green School Scale project. Participating s chools utilize this s cale to as s es s
their s chool, develop an action plan and s ubmit their project for review with the
hope of receiving funding toward completion of the plan. The Iowa Economic
Development Authority has gracious ly matched funding for this project.
Not only are the green s chools committees dedicated to providing green s chools
to everyone, s chool dis tricts acros s the region are working to guarantee healthy,
efficient and productive learning s paces for their s tudents . Ohio is THE leader in
green s chools , with more than 300 LEED-regis tered or -certified s chools ,
exceeding the next clos es t s tate (California) by over 100 projects !
USGBC chapters in the Midwes t are getting creative in their outreach and finding
ways to convey their mis s ion to the community. One example is the Detroit
Regional Chapter, which developed an online video about opportunities at the
chapter.
Promoting improvement in areas s uch as water, was te and trans portation
infras tructure are jus t as important to our region and have res ulted in the lis ting

of three of our cities in the top 25 mos t s us tainable cities as ranked by the
Economis t Intelligence Unit.
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Nic e blog, Harriet! For more information on the full blog series and for links to
the other briefs see here 50 S tates, 50 S tories.
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